
 

 

 

Demolition of Maindy velodrome –  
what the council haven’t made clear 

 

 

They haven’t made clear why they want to demolish the velodrome 

 The council want to build a new cycle track in Cardiff Bay.  But... 

 The only way to pay for the running costs of the new track (which will be run by a private 

company, for profit) is if all the cycling groups from Maindy pay to use the new track – 

because Maindy has been demolished. 

 They plan to pay for it with education funding.  Their plan is to demolish Maindy Velodrome 

and say this had to be done to expand Cathays High.  They can then say that a replacement 

track is needed and that education funds should be used to build it – in the Bay.  They can 

only redirect the education funding if they demolish Maindy velodrome.  We think education 

funding should be used for schools. 

 There is no need to demolish Maindy velodrome otherwise.  The track area can’t be built 

on as the ground is not stable enough.  With its gentle banking the Maindy track is ideal for 

less experienced cyclists.  The council could use a fraction of the demolition budget to pay 

for a set of bikes and cycling equipment for Cathays High pupils, and make it one of the only 

schools anywhere with a cycle track!   

 The Maindy track should be retained for the school and all of us.  It would be a good 

complement to any new track built in the Bay. 

They haven’t made clear about how the new track would operate 

 The new track has to be privately-run.  It will not be run by the council, because of legal 

restrictions that are in place on the sports village site. 

 The council’s assessment suggests the new track will only just be financially viable.   

 Private operators will always want to maximise profit by increasing charges for use and 

minimising their own costs.  Because the new track is likely to be only just financially viable, 

and part of the cost of building it will still need to be covered, the incentive for increasing 

charges will be even stronger.   

 There is no operator yet in place, and the council has admitted (in council papers) that it is 

not even sure a private company would want to take on the new track.   

 If only one or a small number of operators are keen to run the track then the council will be 

on the back foot when the track operator says that the contract terms (e.g. how much they 

can charge, or the hours the track is open) have to be renegotiated or it walks away. 

They haven’t made clear exactly what will happen and when 

 The recent council FAQs document on the plans carefully avoids guarantees.   

 For example, question 6 asks whether Maindy velodrome would close before the new track 

opens.  The council’s answer is not a simple “No”: it is a 61-word statement of aspiration.  

The council do not guarantee that the new track will be open before Maindy closes.   

 Cardiff Council have a history of demolishing existing, popular sporting facilities without 

having a good alternative in place. 

 Long-term Cardiff residents will remember that there was a 10 year delay between the 

https://www.cardiffnewsroom.co.uk/releases/c25/26983.html


 

 

Empire swimming pool closing in 1998 (so the Millennium Stadium could be constructed) and 

a replacement pool opening in the sports village in 2008.  Similarly, there was a 10 year 

delay between closure of the old Wales National Ice Rink and the opening of the ice rink in 

the sports village. 

 The current proposal is for a new track of 333m, an unusual length substantially shorter than 

Maindy (460m) and longer than the standard competition track (250m). 

 The council have talked about an outdoor 1k road track around the new velodrome site, but 

yet again there are no guarantees it would definitely be built. 

 

Act now!  It only takes a few minutes: 

1. Sign the petition at www.change.org/SaveMaindyVelodrome (Only signatures with a full name 
and full Cardiff postcode can be accepted) 

2. Email the council at  schoolresponses@cardiff.gov.uk  with your views on the plans, by Monday 
26 July.  This can be done by anyone, wherever they live.   

The exact wording you use is important, so the council can’t say your 
objection is not valid.   

For a template email, scan the QR code to the right, or 
visit https://savemaindyvelodrome.w3spaces.com , or  
ask us for a template: savemaindyvelodrome@gmail.com   
 

3. Follow us on Facebook (Save Maindy Velodrome) and Twitter (@maindysave)  

4. Ask your club to raise its objections formally with the council. 

 

 

Time is short – the deadline for objections is Monday 26 July.  

Thank you.  The Save Maindy Velodrome Campaign Group. 

 

 

About the group 

We are local residents from Cathays and the surrounding local area.  Some of us have lived in the area for 

decades.  We formed the group to take action against the council’s plans for the Maindy site.  This is not a 

political campaign and we are not affiliated to any political party.   We don’t take a view on whether or not the 

proposed expansion of Cathays High should go ahead, which is a separate issue (despite the way in which 

the council has, so far, linked it to demolition of the track).  We’re doing this unpaid, in our spare time, because 

we want to see the whole Maindy site kept and improved for everyone in the area to use and enjoy.   

More information 

The council's response to our campaign so far has mainly been to accuse us (incorrectly) of spreading 

disinformation, rather than to engage in any detail with the points we are making.  This is disappointing.  The 

points we make are based directly on the often lengthy yet vague information provided by the council.  There 

is only so much space for detail here, but if you would like more detail please see our Facebook page or 

email us (savemaindyvelodrome@gmail.com) for a document with further discussion of the points above, 

additional responses from the council, and links to relevant council documents. 
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